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Lesson 27 
THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke) 
* NOTE: This is a feeble attempt to approach the Synoptic Gospels in 

chronological order. Some scholars place the events we will study in a 
different order. This is a ‘best guess,’ a hypothesis and should be con-
sidered such.  

· The first three Gospels are often called Synoptic Gospels, from the Lat-
in, synopsis, syn meaning “together” and opsis meaning “a view.” So, 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke are the synoptics in that they give a similar 
account of the life of Jesus while still maintaining the unique styles of 
their authors.  

· Matthew was a “publican” (Matthew 10:3), a Jew who had be-
come a tax collector for the hated Romans. He is also known as 
Levi in Luke 5:27 and Mark 2:14. He wrote primarily for Jewish 
Christians and presented Jesus as King, a descendent of Abraham, 
Joseph, and King David.  

· Mark was a young follower of Jesus and a friend of Peter (1 Peter 
5:13). He was not an Apostle and is probably the young man who 
ran away when the soldiers arrested Jesus at Gethsemane, “When 
they seized him, he fled naked, leaving his garment be-
hind” (Mark 14:52). He was a cousin of Barnabas (Acts 15:36-
39). Mark probably wrote his book with Peter dictating the con-
tent. He wrote to Roman Christians and presented Jesus as a serv-
ant, focusing on what the Lord did during his life. 

· Luke was a physician (Colossians 4:14), but not an Apostle. He 
wrote his Gospel, as well as the Book of Acts, both addressed to 
someone named but someone named, Theophilus (Luke 1:3, Acts 
1:1). He was one of Paul’s traveling companions. He wrote main-
ly for Greek Christians and presented Jesus as the Son of Man.  

· Since the synoptics cover many of the same events in the life of Christ 
we will study them at the same time. 

 
OUTLINE 
· The coming of Christ. (Matthew 1-2; Luke 1-2) 

· Advent. In the time of Herod… there was a priest named Zechari-
ah… his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron... But they 
were childless because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and 
they were both very old. Once when Zechariah’s division was on 
duty and he was serving as priest before God, he was chosen by 
lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the tem-
ple of the Lord and burn incense... Then an angel of the Lord ap-
peared to him… the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zecha-
riah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear 
you a son, and you are to call him John... He is never to take wine 
or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit 
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even before he is born... he will go on before the Lord… to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah asked… “How 
can I be sure of this? I am an old man, and my wife is well along 
in years.” The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the 
presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell 
you this good news... now you will be silent and not able to speak 
until the day this happens, because you did not believe my 
words… When he came out, he could not speak to them. They re-
alized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making signs 
to them… After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant… “The 
Lord has done this for me,” she said. (Luke 1:5-25) 

· Annunciation. In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God 
sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin 
pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and 
said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with 
you.” Mary was greatly troubled at his words… But the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 
God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 
and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom 
will never end.” “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, 
“since I am a virgin?” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will 
come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you. So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 
Even Elizabeth, your relative is going to have a child in her old 
age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth 
month. For no word from God will ever fail.” “I am the Lord’s 
servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 
Then the angel left her. (Luke 1:26-38) 

· Birth of John the Baptist. …Mary got ready and hurried to a town 
in the hill country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home 
and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the child you will bear… When it was time 
for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son... On the 
eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going 
to name him after his father Zechariah, but his mother spoke up 
and said, “No! He is to be called John.” They said to her, “There 
is no one among your relatives who has that name.” Then they 
made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name 
the child. He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s aston-
ishment he wrote, “His name is John.” Immediately his mouth 
was opened and his tongue set free, and he began to speak, prais-
ing God... And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he 
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lived in the wilderness until he appeared publicly to Israel. (Luke 
1:39-80) 

· Joseph, an honorable man. This is how the birth of Jesus the Mes-
siah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to 
Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be preg-
nant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph, her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public 
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had 
considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him 
the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
…When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife... (Mathew 1:18-
25) 

· The Birth of Christ. In those days Caesar Augustus issued a de-
cree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world... 
And everyone went to their own town to register. So, Joseph also 
went up… to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged 
to the house and line of David. He went there to register with 
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a 
child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 
born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him 
in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest 
room available for them. And there were shepherds living out in 
the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An an-
gel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy 
for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been 
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a man-
ger.” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared 
with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 
rests.” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, 
who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they 
spread the word concerning what had been told them about this 
child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered 
them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and prais-
ing God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were 
just as they had been told. On the eighth day, when it was time to 
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circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had 
given him before he was conceived. (Luke 2:1-21) 

· Genealogy. This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of 
David, the son of Abraham: Abraham was the father of Isaac, 
Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his broth-
ers… Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz 
the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of 
Jesse, and Jesse the father of King David, David was the father of 
Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife… Jacob the father 
of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary was the mother of Je-
sus who is called the Messiah. Thus, there were fourteen genera-
tions in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the 
exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah. 
(Matthew 1:1–17) 

· The Magi. After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the 
time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and 
asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We 
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When 
King Herod heard this, he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 
him. When he had called together all the people’s chief priests 
and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to 
be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what 
the prophet has written… Then Herod called the Magi secretly… 
He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for 
the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may 
go and worship him.” After they had heard the king, they went on 
their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of 
them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 
they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, 
they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down 
and worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and pre-
sented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. And having 
been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to 
their country by another route. (Matthew 2:1-12) 

· Escaping from Herod. When they had gone, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child 
and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for 
Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” So, he got up, 
took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 
where he stayed until the death of Herod... When Herod realized 
that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he 
gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who 
were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had 
learned from the Magi... After Herod died, an angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take 
the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” So, he got up, 
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took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But 
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of 
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned 
in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, and he went and 
lived in a town called Nazareth. (Matthew 2:13-23) 

· The boy Jesus. And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with 
wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. Every year Jesus’ parents 
went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. When he was twelve 
years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom. After the 
festival was over, while his parents were returning home, …Jesus stayed 
behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. Thinking he was in 
their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for 
him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they 
went back to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days they found him 
in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 
asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his un-
derstanding and his answers. When his parents saw him, they were 
astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like 
this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” “Why 
were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in 
my Father’s house?” …Then he went down to Nazareth with them and 
was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her 
heart. And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and 
man. (Luke 2:40-52) 

· John the Baptist prepares the way. (Matthew 3; Mark 1; Luke 3) In those 
days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and 
saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” …John’s 
clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his 
waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. People went out to him from 
Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. Confessing 
their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. But when he 
saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was bap-
tizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And 
do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ 
I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abra-
ham... I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one 
who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to car-
ry.” (Matthew 3:1-12) 

· Jesus prepares for his ministry.  
· Baptism. Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be bap-

tized by John. But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be 
baptized by you, and do you come to me?” Jesus replied, “Let it 
be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteous-
ness.” Then John consented. As soon as Jesus was baptized, he 
went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and 
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on 

270 



him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:13-17) 

· Temptation. Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted by the devil. After fasting forty days and forty 
nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, “If you 
are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” Jesus an-
swered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on 
every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil 
took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of 
the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself 
down. For it is written: ‘He will command his angels concerning 
you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not 
strike your foot against a stone.’” Jesus answered him, “It is also 
written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the 
devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor. “All this I will give 
you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” Jesus said 
to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the 
Lord your God and serve him only.’” Then the devil left him, and 
angels came and attended him. (Matthew 4:1-11) 

· Jesus’ ministry begins. 
· …when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his marriage 

to Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he 
had done, Herod added this to them all: He locked John up in 
prison. (Luke 3:19-20) After John was put in prison, Jesus went 
into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. “The time has 
come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and 
believe the good news!” (Mark 1:14-15). 

· The first disciples. One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of 
Gennesaret, the people were crowding around him and listening 
to the word of God. He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left 
there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. He got into 
one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to 
put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the peo-
ple from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to Si-
mon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.” 
Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and have-
n’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the 
nets.” When they had done so, they caught such a large number of 
fish that their nets began to break. So they signaled their partners 
in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled 
both boats so full that they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw 
this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I 
am a sinful man!”(Luke 5:1-8) “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, 
“and I will send you out to fish for people.” At once they left their 
nets and followed him. (Matthew 4:19-20) When he had gone a 
little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John 
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in a boat, preparing their nets. Without delay he called them, and 
they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and 
followed him. (Mark 1:19-20) 

· They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus 
went into the synagogue and began to teach. The people were 
amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had 
authority, not as the teachers of the law. Just then a man in their 
synagogue who was possessed by an impure spirit cried out, 
“What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 
destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” “Be qui-
et!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” The impure spirit 
shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek… 
News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. 
As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and 
John to the home of Simon and Andrew. Simon’s mother-in-law 
was in bed with a fever, and they immediately told Jesus about 
her. So, he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fe-
ver left her, and she began to wait on them. That evening after 
sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon pos-
sessed. The whole town gathered at the door, and Jesus healed 
many who had various diseases... Very early in the morning, while 
it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a soli-
tary place, where he prayed. Simon and his companions went to 
look for him, and when they found him, they exclaimed: 
“Everyone is looking for you!” Jesus replied, “Let us go some-
where else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach there also. 
That is why I have come.” (Mark 1:21-39) 

· Rejected at Nazareth. He went to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, 
as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the 
place where it is written: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, be-
cause he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of 
sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favor.” …He began by saying to them, “Today this 
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke well of him and 
were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t 
this Joseph’s son?” they asked. Jesus said to them, “Surely you 
will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And you 
will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that 
you did in Capernaum.’ Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no 
prophet is accepted in his hometown. I assure you that there were 
many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for 
three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout 
the land. Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in 
Zarephath in the region of Sidon. And there were many in Israel 
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with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them 
was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” All the people in the 
synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got up, drove 
him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which 
the town was built, in order to throw him off the cliff. But he 
walked right through the crowd and went on his way. (Luke 4:16-
30) 

· Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, pro-
claiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease 
and sickness among the people. News about him spread all over 
Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various 
diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those 
having seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed them. Large 
crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the re-
gion across the Jordan followed him. (Matthew 4:23-25) 

· A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his 
knees, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.” Jesus 
was indignant. He reached out his hand and touched the 
man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately the 
leprosy left him and he was cleansed. Jesus sent him away 
at once with a strong warning: “See that you don’t tell this 
to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the 
sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a 
testimony to them.” Instead, he went out and began to talk 
freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no long-
er enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely places. 
Yet the people still came to him from everywhere. (Mark 
1:40-45) 

· A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the 
people heard that he had come home. They gathered in 
such large numbers that there was no room left, not even 
outside the door, and he preached the word to them. Some 
men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by 
four of them. Since they could not get him to Jesus because 
of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus 
by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man 
was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 
paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some 
teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to them-
selves, “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blasphem-
ing! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” Immediately Je-
sus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking 
in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking 
these things? Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, 
‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat 
and walk’? But I want you to know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins.” So, he said to the man, 
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“I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” He got up, 
took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This 
amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have 
never seen anything like this!” (Mark 2:1-12) 

· Levi (Matthew) After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector 
by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus 
said to him, and Levi got up, left everything and followed him. 
Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large 
crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them. But the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect 
complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax 
collectors and sinners?” Jesus answered them, “It is not the 
healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” (Luke 5:27-32) 

· The Sabbath Day. One Sabbath Jesus was going through the 
grainfields, and his disciples began to pick some heads of grain, 
rub them in their hands and eat the kernels. Some of the Pharisees 
asked, “Why are you doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?” Je-
sus answered them, “Have you never read what David did when 
he and his companions were hungry? He entered the house of 
God, and taking the consecrated bread, he ate what is lawful only 
for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions.” 
Then Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is Lord of the Sab-
bath.” On another Sabbath he went into the synagogue and was 
teaching, and a man was there whose right hand was shriveled. 
The Pharisees and the teachers of the law were looking for a rea-
son to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he 
would heal on the Sabbath. But Jesus knew what they were think-
ing and said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Get up and 
stand in front of everyone.” So, he got up and stood there. Then 
Jesus said to them, “I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to 
do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?” He looked 
around at them all, and then said to the man, “Stretch out your 
hand.” He did so, and his hand was completely restored. But the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law were furious and began to 
discuss with one another what they might do to Jesus. (Luke 6:1-
11) 

· The Apostles. …Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the 
night praying to God. When morning came, he called his disciples to 
him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles: Simon 
(whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bar-
tholomew, Matthew (Levi), Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who 
was called the Zealot, Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who be-
came a traitor. (Luke 6:12-16) 

274 



· The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7; Luke 6:17-49) 
Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat 
down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them. (Matthew 
5:1) 

· The Beatitudes. (Matthew 5:1-12) 
· Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.  
· Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
· Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
· Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

for they will be filled.  
· Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.  
· Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
· Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called chil-

dren of God.  
· Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteous-

ness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
· Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 

falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Re-
joice and be glad, because great is your reward in heav-
en… 

· Salt and Light. You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its 
saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for 
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. You 
are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, 
they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 
In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may 
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.  

· The Law. Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For 
truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear 
from the Law until everything is accomplished. Therefore, anyone 
who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches 
others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, 
but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless your 
righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of 
the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.  

· Murder. You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 
‘You shall not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to 
judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother 
or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a 
brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone 
who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. There-
fore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 
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that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your 
gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; 
then come and offer your gift…  

· Adultery. You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit 
adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustful-
ly has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your 
right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It 
is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole 
body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to 
stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose 
one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.  

· Divorce. It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must 
give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I tell you that anyone who 
divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the vic-
tim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman com-
mits adultery.  

· Oaths. Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long 
ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you 
have made.’ But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by 
heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it is his foot-
stool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King… All 
you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this 
comes from the evil one.  

· Dealing with enemies.  
· You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for 

tooth.’ But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone 
slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek 
also. And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, 
hand over your coat as well. If anyone forces you to go one 
mile, go with them two miles. Give to the one who asks you, 
and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow 
from you.  

· You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and 
hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children 
of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the 
evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward 
will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 
And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing 
more than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, 
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  

· Motivation for righteousness. Be careful not to practice your 
righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you 
will have no reward from your Father in heaven. So, when you 
give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypo-
crites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by 
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others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. But 
when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. 
Then your father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 
you.  

· Prayer.  
· And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they 

love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street 
corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have re-
ceived their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your 
room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is un-
seen. Then your father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you.  

· And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, 
for they think they will be heard because of their many 
words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what 
you need before you ask him... 

· The Lord’s Prayer. This, then, is how you should pray: 
“ ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heav-
en. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from the evil one.’ For if you for-
give other people when they sin against you, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive oth-
ers their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.  

· Fasting. When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, 
for they disfigure their faces to show others they are fasting. Truly 
I tell you, they have received their reward in full. But when you 
fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not be 
obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your father, who 
is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you.  

· Treasure. Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 
But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and 
vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also... 
You cannot serve both God and money.  

· Worry. Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 
you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is 
not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at 
the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much 
more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a 
single hour to your life? And why do you worry about clothes? 
See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 
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Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was 
dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of 
the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, 
will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? So do not 
worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 
‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, 
and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek 
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be given to you as well...  

· Judgementalism. Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in 
the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you. Why do you look at 
the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to 
the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let 
me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a 
plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck 
from your brother’s eye.  

· Sacred Things. Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw 
your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their 
feet and turn and tear you to pieces.  

· The things of God. Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you 
will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone 
who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who 
knocks, the door will be opened. “Which of you, if your son asks 
for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give 
him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in 
heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!  

· The Golden Rule. So in everything, do to others what you would 
have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.  

· The narrow way. Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the 
gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many en-
ter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that 
leads to life, and only a few find it.  

· False prophets. Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their 
fruit you will recognize them... A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, 
and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit... Not everyone who says to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  

· The Word of God. Therefore, everyone who hears these words of 
mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his 
house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, be-
cause it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears 
these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a 
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foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and 
it fell with a great crash.” 

 
*To be continued... 
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