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JOHN

Lesson 28

o The Apostle John wrote this version of the Gospel, probably from Ephe-
sus between AD85-95.

He was the son of Zebedee and brother of James, as was among
the first to follow Jesus (Matthew 4:21-22).

James and John were nicknamed “the sons of thunder” (Mark
3:17).

John pastored the church at Ephesus and was eventually exiled to
Patmos.

In addition to his Gospel, he wrote three epistles (1 John, 2 John,
3 John), as well as the Book of Revelation.

o Whereas the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke) were mainly con-
cerned with Jesus’ life, earthly ministry, and public teachings — his birth,
baptism, temptation, transfiguration, crucifixion, resurrection, and as-
cension — John 1s more concerned with Jesus’ divinity — the idea that he
is God Incarnate — and his more private conversations and thoughts.

OUTLINE
« Prologue (1:1-18).

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through
him all things were made,; without him nothing was made that has
been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all
[humanity]. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has
not overcome it... He was in the world, and though the world was
made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to
that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all
who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave
the right to become children of God —children born not of natural
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of
God. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came
from the father, full of grace and truth. (vv. 1-8, 10-14)

« WORD = /ogos (Greek noun): an idea, a thought, a plan, a
decree or mandate, doctrine, a promise or guarantee.

o When, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was
over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hov-
ering over the waters” (Genesis 1:1-2) is combined with
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the be-
ginning. Through him all things were made; without him
nothing was made that has been made” (v. 1) the Trinity is
pre-existent and eternal, fully involved in creation.
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o Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace
already given. For the law was given through Moses; grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God, but
the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest rela-
tionship with the Father, has made him known. (vv. 16-18)

Jesus’ public ministry (1:19-12:50).

« John the Baptist’s testimony.

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He
came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that
through him all might believe. He himself was not the light,
he came only as a witness to the light. (vv. 6-8)

Now this was John's testimony when the Jewish leaders in
Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was...
“I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make
straight the way for the Lord’ ...I baptize with water ... but
among you stands one you do not know. He is the one who
comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not wor-
thy to untie.” (1:19, 23, 26-27)

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said,
“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world!” (1:29)

« Jesus calls disciples to follow him.

Andrew and Peter. The next day John was there again with
two of his disciples. When he saw Jesus passing by, he said,
“Look, the Lamb of God!” When the two disciples heard
him say this, they followed Jesus... they went and saw
where he was staying, and they spent that day with him...
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who
heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. The
first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and
tell him, “We have found the Messiah” ...And he brought
him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon
son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, when
translated, is Peter). (1:35-42)
Philip and Nathaniel. The next day Jesus decided to leave
for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.”
Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Beth-
saida. Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have
found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about
whom the prophets also wrote — Jesus of Nazareth, the son
of Joseph.” “Nazareth! Can anything good come from
there?” Nathanael asked. “Come and see,” said Philip.
When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him,
“Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”
“How do you know me?”” Nathanael asked. Jesus an-

swered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree
before Philip called you.” Then Nathanael declared,
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“Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are the king of Isra-
el.” Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you
under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that...
Very truly I tell you, you will see heaven open, and the
‘angels of God ascending and descending on’(cc. Jacob’s
dream — Genesis 28:12) the Son of Man.” (1:43-51)
Jesus’ first miracle. On the third day a wedding took place at Ca-
na in Galilee. Jesus mother was there, and Jesus and his disci-
ples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine was
gone, Jesus  'mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”
“Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has
not yet come.”” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he
tells you.” Nearby stood six stone water jars... each holding from
twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars
with water”’; so they filled them to the brim. Then he told them,
“Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”
They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that
had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come
from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he
called the bridegroom aside and said, “Everyone brings out the
choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have
had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”
What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs
through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in
him. (2:1-11)
Jesus clears the Temple. When it was almost time for the Jewish
Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple courts he
found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at
tables exchanging money. So, he made a whip out of cords, and
drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he scat-
tered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables.
To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop
turning my Father’s house into a market!” ...The Jews then re-
sponded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your au-
thority to do all this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this tem-
ple, and I will raise it again in three days.” They replied, “It has
taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to
raise it in three days?” But the temple he had spoken of was his
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled
what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words
that Jesus had spoken. (2:13-22)
Jesus and Nicodemus. Now there was a Pharisee, a man named
Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. He
came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the
signs you are doing if God were not with him.” Jesus replied,
“Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless

304



they are born again.” “How can someone be born when they are
old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time
into their mother’s womb to be born!” Jesus answered, “Very tru-
ly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are
born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the
Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my say-
ing, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleas-
es. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or
where it is going. So, it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” “How
can this be?” Nicodemus asked. “You are Israel’s teacher,” said
Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? ...I have spoken
to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you
believe if I speak of heavenly things? ...Just as Moses lifted up the
snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that
everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” For God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save
the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not con-
demned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already
because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only
Son. This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people
loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Eve-
ryone who does evil hates the light and will not come into the
light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives
by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly
that what they have done has been done in the sight of God. (3:1-
21)

John the Baptist’s statement. An argument developed between
some of John's disciples and a certain Jew over the matter of cer-
emonial washing. They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi,
that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan — a the
one you testified about — a look, he is baptizing, and everyone is
going to him.” ...John replied, “A person can receive only what is
given them from heaven. You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I
am not the Messiah but am sent ahead of him.’ The bride belongs
to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits
and listens for him and is full of joy when he hears the bride-
groom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must
become greater; I must become less.” (3:25-30)

Jesus and the Samaritan Woman. [Jesus] left Judea and went back
once more to Galilee... he had to go through Samaria. So, he
came to a town in Samaria called Sychar... Jacob’s well was
there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the
well. It was about noon. When a Samaritan woman came to draw
water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” ... The Sa-
maritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew, and [ am a Samari-
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tan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” ...Jesus answered
her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a
drink, you would have asked him, and he would have given you
living water.” “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw
with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water?
Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and
drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock? " Je-
sus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty
again, but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst.
Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of wa-
ter welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give
me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming
here to draw water.” He told her, “Go, call your husband and
come back.” “l have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her,
“You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is,
you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not
your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” “Sir,” the
woman said, “l can see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors
worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place
where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” “Woman, ” Jesus re-
plied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans
worship what you do not know, we worship what we do know, for
salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and
in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God
is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in
truth.” The woman said, “I know that Messiah... is coming. When
he comes, he will explain everything to us.” Then Jesus declared,
“I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” ...Then, leaving her water
jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people,
“Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this
be the Messiah?” They came out of the town and made their way
toward him... Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in
him because of the woman’s testimony... So, when the Samaritans
came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two
days. And because of his words many more became believers.
They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of
what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know
that this man really is the Savior of the world. ” (4:3-26, 28-30, 39
-42)
Jesus heals the paralyzed man. ...Jesus went up to Jerusalem for
one of the Jewish festivals. Now there is in Jerusalem near the
Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda... One
who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. When
Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this
condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get
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well?”” “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into
the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in,
someone else goes down ahead of me.”” Then Jesus said to him,
“Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” At once the man was
cured, he picked up his mat and walked. The day on which this
took place was a Sabbath, and so the Jewish leaders said to the
man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you
to carry your mat.” But he replied, “The man who made me well
said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’” So, because Jesus was
doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to
persecute him. ...Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his
work to this very day, and I too am working... the Son can do
nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing,
because whatever the Father does the Son also does... Moreover,
the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the
Son... whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has
eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from
death to life... By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear,
and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him
who sent me... You study the Scriptures diligently because you
think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scrip-
tures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have
life... But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your
accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. If you believed
Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. But since
you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe
what I say?” (5)
Jesus feeds the 5,000. Sometime after this, Jesus crossed to the far
shore of the Sea of Galilee... and a great crowd of people fol-
lowed him because they saw the signs he had performed by heal-
ing the sick. Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down
with his disciples... When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd
coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread
for these people to eat?” ... Philip answered him, “It would take
more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one
to have a bite!” Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves
and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” Je-
sus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass
in that place, and they sat down (about five thousand men were
there). Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to
those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same
with the fish. When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his
disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be
wasted.” So, they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the
pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten...
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Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by
force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself. (6:1-15)
Jesus, the bread of life. Jesus [said] “The work of God is this: to
believe in the one he has sent.” So, they asked him, “What sign
then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will
you do? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness... Jesus
said... “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the
bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true
bread from heaven. For the bread of God is the bread that comes
down from heaven and gives life to the world... I am the bread of
life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever be-
lieves in me will never be thirsty. But as I told you, you have seen
me and still you do not believe. All those the Father gives me will
come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away.
For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the
will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me,
that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them
up at the last day. For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks
to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will
raise them up at the last day.” At this the Jews there began to
grumble about him because he said, “I am the bread that came
down from heaven.” They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Jo-
seph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I
came down from heaven’?” ...Jesus answered. “No one can come
to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise
them up at the last day... Very truly I tell you, the one who believes
has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the man-
na in the wilderness, yet they died. But here is the bread that
comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. I am
the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this
bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for
the life of the world.” Then the Jews began to argue sharply
among themselves, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?”
Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh
of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I
will raise them up at the last day... so the one who feeds on me
will live because of me... On hearing it, many of his disciples said,
“This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?” ...From this time
many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.
“You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Tvelve.
Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and to
know that you are the Holy One of God.” (6:28-69)
The woman caught in adultery. At dawn [Jesus| appeared again
in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him,
and he sat down to teach them. The teachers of the law and the
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Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her
stand before the group and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman
was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded
us to stone such women. Now what do you say?’” They were using
this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.
But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his
finger. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and
said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to
throw a stone at her.” Again, he stooped down and wrote on the
ground. At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time,
the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still
standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman,
where are they? Has no one condemned you?” “No one, sir,” she
said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now
and leave your life of sin.” (8:2-11)

Disputes over who Jesus is. When Jesus spoke again to the peo-
ple, he said, “l am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” The Phari-
sees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing as your own wit-
ness, your testimony is not valid.” Jesus answered, “Even if I tes-
tify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where |
came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where |
come from or where I am going. You judge by human standards...
In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses
is true. I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the
Father, who sent me.” Then they asked him, “Where is your fa-
ther?” ...Jesus replied. “If you knew me, you would know my Fa-
ther also.” ...Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away,
and you will look for me, and you will die in your sin. Where I go,
you cannot come... You are from below,; I am from above. You are
of this world; I am not of this world. I told you that you would die
in your sins, if you do not believe that I am he, you will indeed die
in your sins.” “Who are you? ” they asked. “Just what I have been
telling you from the beginning,” Jesus replied. “I have much to
say in judgment of you. But he who sent me is trustworthy, and
what I have heard from him I tell the world... When you have lift-
ed up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he and that [
do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught
me. The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for
I always do what pleases him.” Even as he spoke, many believed
in him. To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you
hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will
know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They answered
him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves
of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?”” Jesus re-
plied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin...
So, if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. I know that
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you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking for a way to
kill me, because you have no room for my word... If you were
Abraham’s children... then you would do what Abraham did. As it
is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you
the truth that I heard from God... “We are not illegitimate chil-
dren,” they protested. “The only Father we have is God himself.”
Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me,
for I have come here from God. I have not come on my own, God
sent me... You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to
carry out your father’s desires... Whoever belongs to God hears
what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not be-
long to God.” The Jews answered... “Now we know that you are
demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet you
say that whoever obeys your word will never taste death. Are you
greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the proph-
ets. Who do you think you are?”” Jesus replied, “If I glorify my-
self, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your
God, is the one who glorifies me. Though you do not know him, 1
know him... Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing
my day; he saw it and was glad.” “You are not yet fifty years
old,” they said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!” “Very tru-
ly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”
At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself,
slipping away from the temple grounds. (8:12-59)
Jesus heals a blind man. 4s [Jesus] went along, he saw a man
blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind? " “Neither this
man nor his parents sinned, ” said Jesus, “but this happened so
that the works of God might be displayed in him. As long as it is
day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming,
when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of
the world.” After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some
mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. “Go,” he told
him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam.” ...So, the man went and
washed, and came home seeing... They brought to the Pharisees
the man who had been blind. Now the day on which Jesus had
made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. There-
fore, the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight.
“He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and
now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from
God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others asked, “How
can a sinner perform such signs?” So, they were divided... They
still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his
sight until they sent for the man’s parents. “Is this your son?”
they asked. ““Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that
now he can see?” “We know he is our son,” the parents an-
swered, “and we know he was born blind. But how he can see
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now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of
age, he will speak for himself.”” His parents said this because they
were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that
anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be
put out of the synagogue... A second time they summoned the man
who had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they
said. “We know this man is a sinner.” He replied, “Whether he is
a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but
now I see!” ... Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are
this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! We know that
God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know
where he comes from... And they threw him out. Jesus heard that
they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do
you believe in the Son of Man?” “Who is he, sir?” the man asked.
“Tell me so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said, “You have now
seen him, in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” Then the man
said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. Jesus said, “For
judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see
and those who see will become blind.” Some Pharisees who were
with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind
too?” Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of
sin, but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains. Very
truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep
pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a
robber. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the
sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen
to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them,
and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they
will never follow a stranger... I am the gate for the sheep. All who
have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have
not listened to them. I am the gate; whoever enters through me
will be saved. They will come in and go out and find pasture. The
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy, I have come that
they may have life, and have it to the full. I am the good shepherd.
The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep... I am the
good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me — just as
the Father knows me and I know the Father — and I lay down my
life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not of this sheep
pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and
there shall be one flock and one shepherd. The reason my Father
loves me is that I lay down my life — only to take it up again. No
one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have
authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This
command [ received from my Father.” The Jews who heard these
words were again divided. Many of them said, “He is demon-
possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?” But others said,
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“These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a
demon open the eyes of the blind? " (9:1-10:21)

Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. Now a man named Lazarus
was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the
same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet
with her hair.) So, the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one
you love is sick.” When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness
will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son
may be glorified through it.” Now Jesus loved Martha and her
sister and Lazarus. So, when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he
stayed where he was two more days, and then he said to his disci-
ples, “Let us go back to Judea.” “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short
while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going
back?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight?
Anyone who walks in the daytime will not stumble, for they see by
this world’s light. It is when a person walks at night that they
stumble, for they have no light... Our friend Lazarus has fallen
asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.” His disciples re-
plied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” Jesus had been
speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural
sleep. So, then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for
your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But
let us go to him.” Then Thomas... said to the rest of the disciples,
“Let us also go, that we may die with him.” On his arrival, Jesus
found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days...
many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the
loss of their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. “Lord,” Mar-
tha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever
you ask.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Mar-
tha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the
last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.
The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and
whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe
this?” “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messi-
ah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” After she had
said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The
Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” When Mary
heard this, she got up quickly and went to him... When Mary
reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his
feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had
come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit
and troubled. “Where have you laid him? " he asked. “Come and
see, Lord,” they replied. Jesus wept... Jesus, once more deeply
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moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across
the entrance. “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said
Martha... “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there
four days.” Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you be-
lieve, you will see the glory of God?” So, they took away the
stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that
you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said
this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may be-
lieve that you sent me.” When he had said this, Jesus called in a
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his
hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around
his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let
him go.” Therefore, many of the Jews who had come to visit
Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. But some of
them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.
Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the
Sanhedrin. “What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is
this man performing many signs. If we let him go on like this, eve-
ryone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take
away both our temple and our nation.” Then one of them, named
Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You know
nothing at all! You do not realize that it is better for you that one
man die for the people than that the whole nation perish.” (11:1-
50)

« Passion Week (12-19)

The Saturday before Passion Week begins. Six days before the
Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived... a dinner
was given in Jesus  honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was
among those reclining at the table with him. Then Mary took
about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on
Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was
filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But one of his disciples,
Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, “Why was-
n’t this perfume sold, and the money given to the poor? It was
worth a year’s wages.” He did not say this because he cared
about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money
bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. “Leave her
alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this
perfume for the day of my burial. You will always have the poor
among you, but you will not always have me.” Meanwhile a large
crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only
because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from
the dead. So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well,
for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus
and believing in him. (12:1-11)
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Palm Sunday. The next day the great crowd that had come for the
festival heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. They took
palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the
king of Israel!” Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it... Now
the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the
tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word.
Many people, because they had heard that he had performed this
sign, went out to meet him. So, the Pharisees said to one another,
“See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has
gone after him!” (12:12-19)

Jesus washes his disciple’s feet. It was just before the Passover
Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the
world, he loved them to the end. The evening meal was in pro-
gress, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, to be-
tray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his
power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God;
so, he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and
wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water in-
to a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with
the towel that was wrapped around him. He came to Simon Peter,
who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus
replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you
will understand.” “No, ” said Peter, “you shall never wash my
feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless [ wash you, you have no part with
me.” “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my
hands and my head as well!”” Jesus answered, “Those who have
had a bath need only to wash their feet, their whole body is clean.
And you are clean, though not every one of you.” For he knew
who was going to betray him... When he had finished washing
their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you
understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call
me ‘Teacher’and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am.
Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example
that you should do as I have done for you... I tell you, whoever
accepts anyone I send accepts me, and whoever accepts me ac-
cepts the one who sent me.”

Jesus confronts Judas Iscariot. After he had said this, Jesus was
troubled in spirit and testified, “Very truly I tell you, one of you is
going to betray me.” His disciples stared at one another, at a loss
to know which of them he meant. One of them, the disciple whom
Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. Simon Peter motioned to
this disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.” Leaning
back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” Jesus an-
swered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when
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I have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he
gave it to Judas Iscariot. As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan
entered into him. So, Jesus told him, “What you are about to do,
do quickly.” ...As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went
out... When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glo-
rified and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God
will glorify the Son in himself...

Jesus teaches his disciples. “My children, I will be with you only a
little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so [
tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. A new com-
mand I give you. Love one another. As I have loved you so you
must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another.” Simon Peter asked him, “Lord,
where are you going?”’ Jesus replied, “Where [ am going, you
cannot follow now, but you will follow later.” Peter asked, “Lord,
why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.”
Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me?
Very truly I tell you, before the rooster crows, you will disown me
three times! Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in
God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms, if
that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, |
will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be
where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.”
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going,
so how can we know the way?” Jesus answered, “I am the way
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me... Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will
be enough for us.” Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip,
even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the
Father is in me? ...Believe me when I say that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the
works themselves. Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me
will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater
things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified
in the Son. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do
it. If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you
forever — the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, be-
cause it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he
lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans,
I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me any-
more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On
that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in
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me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and keeps them
is the one who loves me... Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said,
“But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to
the world?” Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my
teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and
make our home with them. Anyone who does not love me will not
obey my teaching... All this I have spoken while still with you. But
the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything
I have said to you. Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you. |
do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid... I will not say much more to you,
for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold over me,
but he comes so that the world may learn that I love the Father
and do exactly what my Father has commanded me. Come now,
let us leave. (13-14)
Gethsemane.

« Jesus teaches his disciples on the way to Gethsemane. “/
am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off
every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch
that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more
fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have
spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No
branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am
the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do
nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch
that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked
up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me
and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it
will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you
bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. As
the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain
in my love. If you keep my commands, you will remain in
my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and re-
main in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be
in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is
this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has
no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer
call you servants, because a servant does not know his
master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for
everything that I learned from my Father I have made
known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and
appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit — fruit
that will last — and so that whatever you ask in my name the

316



Father will give you. This is my command: Love each other.
If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If
you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As
it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you
out of the world... If they persecuted me, they will perse-
cute you also... When the Advocate comes, whom I will
send to you from the Father — the Spirit of truth who goes
out from the Father — he will testify about me. And you also
must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.
All this I have told you so that you will not fall away... I tell
you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go
away, the Advocate will not come to you,; but if I go, I will
send him to you. When he comes, he will prove the world to
be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judg-
ment... I have much more to say to you, more than you can
now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will
guide you into all the truth... In a little while you will see
me no more, and then after a little while you will see me.’
...Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he
said to them, “Are you asking one another what I meant
when [ said, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and
then after a little while you will see me’? Very truly I tell
you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You
will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy... Now is your
time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice,
and no one will take away your joy. In that day you will no
longer ask me anything... A time is coming and in fact has
come when you will be scattered, each to your own home.
You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Fa-
ther is with me. “I have told you these things, so that in me
you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (15-16)
Jesus prays. After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven
and prayed: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son,
that your Son may glorify you. For you granted him author-
ity over all people that he might give eternal life to all those
you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they know
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have
sent. I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the
work you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in
your presence with the glory I had with you before the
world began. I have revealed you to those whom you gave
me out of the world... They knew with certainty that I came
from you, and they believed that you sent me. I pray for
them... I will remain in the world no longer, but they are
still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father,
protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave
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me, so that they may be one as we are one... I have given
them your word and the world has hated them, for they are
not of the world any more than I am of the world. My pray-
er is not that you take them out of the world but that you
protect them from the evil one... My prayer is not for them
alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through
their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as
you are in me, and I am in you. May they also be in us so
that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have
given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be
one as we are one — I in them and you in me — so that they
may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know
that you sent me and have loved them even as you have
loved me... Righteous Father, though the world does not
know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent
me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to
make you known in order that the love you have for me may
be in them and that I myself may be in them.” (17)

Jesus is arrested. When he had finished praying, Jesus left
with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the
other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples
went into it. Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place,
because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. So,
Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers
and some officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees.
They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. Jesus,
knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and
asked them, “Who is it you want?” “Jesus of Nazareth,”
they replied. “I am he,” Jesus said... they drew back and
fell to the ground. Again, he asked them, “Who is it you
want?” “Jesus of Nazareth,” they said. Jesus answered, “I
told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let
these men go.” ...Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew
it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right
ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) Jesus commanded
Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the
Father has given me?” Then the detachment of soldiers
with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus.
They bound him and brought him first to Annas, who was
the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year...
Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus...
The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came
back, spoke to the servant girl on duty there and brought
Peter in. “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are
you?” she asked Peter. He replied, “I am not.” It was cold,
and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had
made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them,

318



warming himself. Meanwhile, the high priest questioned
Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. “I have spoken
openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in
synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come to-
gether. I said nothing in secret. Why question me? Ask those
who heard me. Surely, they know what I said.” When Jesus
said this, one of the officials nearby slapped him in the
face. “Is this the way you answer the high priest?” he de-
manded. “If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied,
“testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the truth, why
did you strike me?”” Then Annas sent him bound to Caia-
phas the high priest. Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still
standing there warming himself. So, they asked him, “You
aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?” He denied it, say-
ing, “I am not.” One of the high priest’s servants, a relative
of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him,
“Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” Again, Peter
denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow.
(18:1-27)
Jesus Trial. Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to
the palace of the Roman governor... Pilate came out to them and
asked, “What charges are you bringing against this man?” “If he
were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed
him over to you.” Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge
him by your own law.” “But we have no right to execute anyone,’
they objected... Pilate then went back inside the palace, sum-
moned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” “Is
that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about
me?” “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. *“Your own people and chief
priests handed you over to me. What is it you have done?” Jesus
said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants
would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now
my kingdom is from another place.” “You are a king, then!” said
Pilate. Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the rea-
son I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth.
Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” “What is truth?” re-
torted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered
there and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. But it is
your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of
the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?”
They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Bar-
abbas had taken part in an uprising. Then Pilate took Jesus and
had him flogged. The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns
and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe and
went up to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!”
And they slapped him in the face. Once more Pilate came out and
said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I am bringing him out to
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you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.”
When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple
robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” As soon as the chief
priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Cruci-
fy!”" But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for
me, 1 find no basis for a charge against him.”” The Jewish leaders
insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die,
because he claimed to be the Son of God.” When Pilate heard
this, he was even more afraid, and he went back inside the palace.
“Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him
no answer. “Do you refuse to speak to me? " Pilate said. “Don’t
you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” Je-
sus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not
given to you from above. Therefore, the one who handed me over
to you is guilty of a greater sin.” From then on, Pilate tried to set
Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept shouting, “If you let this
man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a
king opposes Caesar.” When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus
out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place known as the
Stone Pavement... “Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews.
But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!”
“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. “We have no king but
Caesar,” the chief priests answered. (18:28-19:15)
The Crucifixion. Finally, Pilate handed him over to them to be
crucified. So, the soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying his own
cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is
called Golgotha). There they crucified him, and with him two oth-
ers — one on each side and Jesus in the middle. Pilate had a no-
tice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: Jesus of Nazareth,
The King of the Jews... The chief priests of the Jews protested to
Pilate... Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”
When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing
them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergar-
ment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece
from top to bottom. “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another.
“Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” ... Near the cross of Jesus
stood his mother... When Jesus saw his mother there, and the dis-
ciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman,
here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.”
From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. Later,
knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scrip-
ture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” A jar of wine
vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge
on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’lips. When he
had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.”” With that, he
bowed his head and gave up his spirit. Now it was the day of
Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Be-
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cause the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the cross-
es during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken
and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and broke
the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and
then those of the other. But when they came to Jesus and found
that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one
of the soldiers pierced Jesus’side with a spear, bringing a sudden
flow of blood and water ... Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pi-
late for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but
secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s per-
mission, he came and took the body away. He was accompanied
by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night.
Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-
five pounds. Taking Jesus’body, the two of them wrapped it, with
the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish
burial customs. At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was
a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever
been laid. Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since
the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. (19:16-42)

o The Resurrection. (20-21)

The empty tomb. Early on the first day of the week, while it was
still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the
stone had been removed from the entrance. So, she came running
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and
said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t
know where they have put him!” So, Peter and the other disciple
started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked
in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon
Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He
saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had
been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its
place, separate from the linen. Finally, the other disciple, who
had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and be-
lieved... Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.
Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent
over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated
where Jesus’body had been, one at the head and the other at the
foot. They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” “They have
taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they
have put him.”” At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing
there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. He asked her,
“Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried
him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”
Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in
Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). Jesus said, “Do
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not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go
instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Fa-
ther and your Father, to my God and your God.’”” Mary Magda-
lene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!”
And she told them that he had said these things to her.
Jesus appears to his disciples. On the evening of that first day of
the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked
for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them
and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed
them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they
saw the Lord. Again, Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Fa-
ther has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s
sins, their sins are forgiven, if you do not forgive them, they are
not forgiven.” (20:1-21)
Thomas. Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the
Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So, the other
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them,
“Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where
the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas
was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said
to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” Thomas
said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him,
“Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have believed. ” (20:24-29)
Jesus restores Peter. Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didy-
mus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and
two other disciples were together. “I’'m going out to fish,” Simon
Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So, they went
out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Ear-
ly in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did
not realize that it was Jesus. He called out to them, “Friends,
haven'’t you any fish?” “No, ” they answered. He said, “Throw
your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.”
When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the
large number of fish. Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to
Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It
is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he
had taken it off) and jumped into the water. The other disciples
followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not
far from shore, about a hundred yards. When they landed, they
saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.
Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.”
So, Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net
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ashore. It was full of large fish... Jesus said to them, “Come and
have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are
you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came, took the bread and
gave it to them, and did the same with the fish... Jesus said to Si-
mon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than
these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus
said, “Feed my lambs.” Again, Jesus said, “Simon son of John,
do you love me?”” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love
you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” The third time he said
to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”’ Peter was hurt be-
cause Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said,
“Lord, you know all things, you know that I love you.” Jesus said,
“Feed my sheep. Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you
dressed yourself and went where you wanted, but when you are
old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress
you and lead you where you do not want to go.” Jesus said this to
indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then
he said to him, “Follow me!” Peter turned and saw that the disci-
ple whom Jesus loved was following them... When Peter saw him,
he asked, “Lord, what about him? " Jesus answered, “If I want
him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must
follow me.” (21:1-23)

Final words. This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who

wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true. Jesus did many

other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose

that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would
be written. (21:24-25)

323



